Basics in Review
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You need to know what all of the symbols on these pages mean. You also need to know
the values of the notes in any given key signature. Memorize all of the information, for
these are truly basic language building blocks. Knowing this info will allow you to read
through any modern piece of commercially published music with ease.



Symbols

o

i # Sharp Raises a note in pitch 1/2 step or 1 fret
b Flat Lowers a note in pitch 1/2 step or 1 fret
+ Sharp as in (+5) orraised 5th etc.
— Flat/Min ér ;l/(::‘ tc;; lm;}r;or as in {-7) replaces chord
A Maijor 7\; ;?gm(’r]ég or Augmented or
O Diminished Formula : 1-b3-b5-bb7
g 1/2 Diminished Formula : 1;)?3?{5’;;?’7 or M7{-5)
h Natural Cancels sharps or flats
5 Signo or Sign ' Ssejciﬁlncfes pcrﬁcular place on music.
y marking 1st barre of verse
‘¢ Coda Used to mark special section
m Fermata Hold until directed to continue or stop
Fine End or Finish
D.S. Del Signo Repeat from the sign.
D.S. Al Fine | Del Signo Al Fine Repeat from the sign, play to finish.
D.S. Al Coda| Del Signo Al Coda | Repeat from the sign, play to Coda.
D.C. Del Capo Repeat from the beginning
< Crescendo Get louder
Decrescendo Get softer




Self Test #1 page 1
Fill in the equivalents. Intermediate to advanced students should try this
test before reading the Basics in Review section just to get a barometer reading of
your own language knowledge to this point. It makes this page less of a test and
more of a bar-line for each individual. This minimum amount of information is
needed to properly navigate through a piece of music.
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